Background
Recently, legislation was introduced in the Florida Senate that would allow computer coding classes to
count toward satis$ring foreign language graduation requirements at the high school level. Florida is the
most recent state legislature to consider such a proposal, in a disturbing trend taking place around the
country to recognize coding as a foreign language in the K-12 curriculum. Texas passed a bill allowing
this substitution in 2013 and legislators in Washington, Oklahoma, Kentucky, and Georgia have
proposed similar measures. Proponents point toward the growing workforce demand for computer
science skills, and emphasize the need for our students and economy to remain competitive.

1.) Languages are Equally

as

Vital to the U.S. Economy as Coding

Foreign languages are intrinsic to the national and global economy. As the United States continues to
globalize its market and engage other countries in diplomacy and trade,language plays a crucial role at
every step. The private sector recognizes this. A recent survey of U.S. businesses by fNCL-NCLIS and the
Michigan State University Collegiate Employment Research Institute revealed that over half of U.S.
businesses track their employees' foreign language skills, 35% give an advantage to multilingual
applicants, and one in six has lost business prospects due to a lack of employees with language skills.
The future of the economy is clearly global, and our nation's success in it depends on the ability of our
citizens to meaningfully partake in it.

2.) Language-Learning has Lifelong Cognitive Benefits
Knowledge of a second language has been shown to confer a wide array of cognitive benefits on the
individual at all life stages. In early childhood, acquisition of a second language has strong, positive
behavioral and developmental effects, including greater cognitive flexibility and improved problem
solving. In K-12 schools, language education, particularly the growing trend of dual language immersion,
improves tests scores for native English speakers and English learners alike and narrows achievement
gaps. For an adult, language proficiency has been associated with stronger executive function in the
brain, greater likelihood of recovery from stroke, and delayed onset of Dementia-related ailments.
Knowledge of a foreign language pays its dividends over a lifetime.

Conclusions
Besides putting foreign languages, an already underfunded discipline, at risk oflosing the support of
schools, districts, and states, the movement to recognize computer coding as a substitute or alternative
to a foreign language has another damaging consequence-it allows two completely unrelated
disciplines to satisSr the same credit. This is dangerous, as it 1) sets a precedent for the same to happen
between other unrelated disciplines and in doing so, 2) opens debate over which subjects are more
important than others. In addition, implementing this policy would pose a host of logistical problems in
areas such as the allocation of funds to foreign language departments for curriculum and professional
development and the acceptance of students' foreign language credits at out-of-state universities.
It is the position of the |oint National Committee for Languages and the National Council for Languages
and International Studies [JNCL-NCLIS) and its LL4 organizational members that computer coding
should not be offered as a substitute or alternative to a world language course. The two are
fundamentally different skill sets-employed under different circumstances, for different purposes, and
with different effects on the individual.
Language education, in addition to the myriad cognitive benefits it provides, opens the world up to our
students-a world that is growing increasingly complicated and diverse. It is incumbent upon our

educational system to ensure our students are equipped with the skills needed in the 21.t century.
Foreign languages are one such skill, equal in merit to the computer sciences. Room for computer coding
courses can be made elsewhere in the curriculum. As suggested by the coding community itself and
computer technology giants such as Microsoft, Google, Facebooh and Amazon, the most logical place'
would be among the sciences and mathematics.
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